GHAA June 13, 2009 Minutes

Meeting started at 10:10AM

Pledge to Flag; acknowledged deceased neighbors Salvatore Conti and Kevin Cichon’s mom (Irene); keep in our thoughts and prayers Paul McDonald and Leona Ferrant for a speedy recovery from their illness.

Motion to accept August 2008 minutes – accepted

Reminder that we have our website:  greenhillacres.net – this website contains useful information such as meeting minutes, By-Laws, Guidelines, Classifieds, etc.  Our website should be our primary means of communicating.

Treasurer’s Report given by Jon Anderson.  Jon reviewed line items on the June 2009 Treasurer’s Report.  He identified expenses that are a priority to be paid in 2009 – liability insurance, real estate tax, fire district tax and Tuckertown fire.  The Treasurer’s Report also shows the checking and emergency balances separately for information purposes.  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.

Our By-Laws are under revision by the President and Executive Board.  It will be presented at the July meeting for a vote of acceptance at our August meeting.  The revised By-Laws will be posted on our greeenhillacres.net website for all to view prior to an August vote.

A successful neighborhood cleanup was completed on April 26th.  18-20 neighbors volunteered and participated in the clean-up event that was organized by Marlene Connor.  A truck load of trash was picked-up in our neighborhood.  We extend our thanks to Marlene for organizing this event.    

Our volunteer participation is growing and making our community a better one.  

We now have volunteers who will sweep loose stones at intersections of Twin Peninsula and Mallard, Brant and Wild Goose aprons.  The volunteers are: Rodger Wutzl (Mallard), Rex Chamberlain (Brant South) and Al Perasso (Wild Goose).  If anyone else sees stones that need to be swept at anytime at these intersections your assistance is appreciated.

We have volunteers who distributed American Flags and will distribute our Guidelines, as necessary, to renters during the summer months.  These volunteers are:  Lois Schroder (Mallard North), Rodger/Joan Wutzl (Mallard South), Ernie Cummings (Brant North), Jessica St. Angelo (Brant South), Paul McDonald (Kingfisher), Cathy Walczak (Cormorant), Pauline Cozack (Teal), Al Perasso and Peter Parisette (Twin Peninsula).  We do not have a volunteer for Wild Goose.  We are asked to fly our American Flags, in addition to any other flags, on Memorial Day, 4th of July and Labor Day weekends.

We are reminded to observe our 10 MPH speed limit and the STOP signs at Mallard and Wild Goose.  Our community will get very busy during the summer months with children, visitors, pets, etc.  We need to be safe at all times.  We love our children.  We can encourage all to observe safety measures but none of us are able to “enforce” these requirements.  We all have a responsibility to remind each other to always be and act in a safe manner.  Driving slow on dirt roads also keeps dust down and helps to maintain the dirt roads.

In August, we will have Officer elections.  Kay Bruttomesso and Gen Ginn volunteered to be our Nominating Committee.  If anyone is interested in running for an Officer position, please contact Kay or Gen.

There was a discussion on using our website for association news.  We also have a mailbox at the intersection of Brant and Twin Peninsula for those without internet access.  If a member in good standing requests US mail because of no internet access or e-mail address, we will mail to those folks.  We will not send US mail to members not in good standing.

New Business followed:

There is a water problem at the intersection of Wild Goose and Twin Peninsula.  This water problem existed before the paving and that is why this area was in poor condition.  The contractor pitched the roads to dissipate the water as best as possible.  Our contractor was contacted and suggested a way to move the water.  This would involve a $1500 expenditure to pave 40’ of Wild Goose.  However, this would run the water to the side of the road.  In the winter, this could form ice.  We will investigate installing a drain (similar to the one on Cormorant or the one Mr. Lombardo installed at his expense to maintain his property) as a solution.

Wild Goose continues to be an issue with trees encroaching on the road and blocking visibility.  Our neighbors have been unresponsive to improving safety at this location.  A member suggested closing off Wild Goose as a means to be safe.  We will ask the Union Fire District to review all roads in our community to identify areas that need to be improved for safety.

No boats are to be stored during the winter at the beach area located beyond the metal gate.  Claudia Anderson has stickers for all boats that are kept on our shores during the summer months.

Dirt road scarifying has started late this season.  The Highway Department Supervisor, Paul Ferrandi apologized for the late start.  He assured us that all dirt roads will be scarified as in the past.  The completion is dependent upon the weather.  If anyone has a problem with the dirt roads after the scarifying, you should contact our Town directly.

A sign at “boat beach” was taken down by the Water Department due to repairs.  We may have to relocate the sign if it interferes with the Water Department.  Peter Parisette will monitor the situation and advise us if we need to do additional work in this area.

Claudia Anderson noted that as of June 13th we have 26 members who have paid $500; 47 members who have paid their $100 2009 dues for a total of 73 households paid to date for 2009.  We have increased our paid membership year-over-year since 2005.  In 2005 we had 91, in 2006 we had 93, in 2007 we had 94 and in 2008 we had 96.  We hope to improve further in 2009.  All are reminded to pay their $100 membership dues.

There was a discussion of a water issue on Mallard South.  One neighbor (Cabana) indicated that water was accumulating in the road.  This may be due to the slope of Mallard and a change in landscaping that this neighbor completed.  The other neighbor (Pederson) indicated that we need to wait until the road is scarified by the town is completed to understand the extent of the water issue.  Dean Rossman suggested that folks could improve their personal drainage issues by digging their own drainage ditch.

Our next association meeting is July 11th.

We extend our thanks to Linda Fishman for taking the meeting minutes in the absence of our Secretary.

The meeting ended at 11:25.

