Green Hill Acres Association

August 15, 2009

General Meeting

Charlestown Baptist Church

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM.  We pledged to the flag and had a moment of silence for all our service men and women who protect our liberty, our freedom and our way of life.  Thomas Masotto also asked that we honor our soldiers by how we live our lives

Thomas Masotto, president, gave a brief summary of the plan and completion of the paving work done on Twin Peninsula.  He explained:  In 2007 a plan was formulated to pave Twin Peninsula for a number of reasons.  The attractiveness of the area would be enhanced, the dust generated by cars would be decreased and the safety of the area would improve.

Speeding has always been of concern to the neighborhood.  Speed bumps installed in the new pavement was considered and gates in differing configurations on Twin Peninsula had both been rejected as a concept for a number of reasons, and that left stop signs and speed limit signs as the only viable options.

It was decided that stop signs would be installed at Mallard and Wild Goose roads, and that 10 MPH speed limits signs would also be erected along with the stop signs. 

It has been observed by many in the years since the signs were posted that they are frequently ignored and speeding has continued to plague the neighborhood both on Twin Peninsula and on our dirt roads.  With that in mind, Sergeant Gardener of the South Kingstown police department was asked to join us at this, the August meeting, to offer any suggestions she could to help us with this ongoing problem.

Sergeant Gardener suggested:  moveable speed bumps on the dirt roads; plastic people toting little flags and/or narrowing Twin Peninsula to discourage speeding.  She also made it clear that in all likelihood the culprits are not from outside the area, but are most likely the neighbors around us that live here.  The audience nodded in agreement when she finished that statement.

She offered that the South Kingstown police department would increase their patrol of the area on an ongoing basis.

It is true however, that they are not going to be able to enforce our speed limit requirements because they are not mandated by our local government. She did note, however, that ATV drivers can be stopped for trespassing on our land, but the police department would have to be provided with the name and address of anyone who uses ATV’s on the private roads in our neighborhood.  The police department could then issue a warning.

The bottom line however is decidedly negative.  The South Kingstown police department can’t do anything concrete to help us with our traffic issues.  They can patrol the area but cannot sit for extended periods of time and cannot enforce the 10 MPH speed limit signs that are located in our Green Hill Acres development.  She said it just makes common sense to stop at the stop signs and drive slowly on all roads to protect our children, neighbors and visitors.  We have placed several speed bumps on our dirt roads and they help to slow traffic down where they are installed.  We may want to install more speed bumps on our dirt roads.  The Sergeant was warmly thanked for her input.

We may want to put ideas on the agenda that will address the speeding issues that can be voted on by the membership when we meet next year.

To identify other safety opportunities, Thomas Masotto drove the neighborhood with Union Fire District Chief Jack Carney.

Chief Carney affirmed:

· All of our roads are accessible to fire trucks/equipment.  We are in good shape.

· Our roads are free of overgrown brush.  Fire hydrants are visible.  We should continue to complete a fall season cutting to maintain this condition.

· All houses should have a house address number on the house.  Some folks only have a house number on their mailbox.  All house numbers should be easy-to-read from the road.  We need to improve on this issue.

· Folks who hide their house key in the winter should inform the Police Dept. where it is hidden.  The Fire and Police Depts. are in direct contact when responding to a home alarm/situation.  Key access avoids breaking down a door for entry.  Good idea!

· Three homes need to make modifications to improve safety.  I will contact these folks and give you an update.

The Fire Chief also noted that there is a large rock close to the road in the development that needs to be painted so that it is readily visible.  Reflectors would be a viable option.

The minutes from the July meeting were accepted with one change.

“The police department cannot enforce the stop and speed signs that we have erected.”

The budget was presented and approved.  A $50 donation to the South Kingstown police department was suggested and approved by majority vote.

The monies that are in our emergency fund total $7203.  That money is presently being kept in the checking account.  This year we added $1500 to our emergency tally to begin a replenishment of the original CD value.

The $500 in the budget for road repair is for rap that may be used on the aprons on Twin Peninsula.

To date we have had expenditures of $4026.

Roads:

We are not budgeting any money in the 2010 budget for drainage.  We have established a team of three board members to observe the roads this winter for water issues.  Because this year was one of the worst in history for excessive rain, we will wait until next year to see if any water issues persist before we do anything about pooling of water in the area.  In the future, if we find that there is a drainage problem on any road that may need repair, it will be voted on by the full membership.

The decision to wait on South Mallard’s drainage issue was discussed and the board’s decision clarified.  The board has opted to wait before revisiting the water problem on Mallard because the rains this year were so unusual that the expectation is that we may not see a duplication of that kind of precipitation for years to come.  When asked how the road committee was picked and if the membership could volunteer for that committee, Tom explained that the road committee consists of three folks presently on the board who volunteered to review all roads.  Tom also explained that the drainage problem on Mallard was not caused by the scarafier.  Scarifier equipment does not lower or raise the height of a road, it evens the road surface and modifies pot holes.

The association would allow a drainage system on the side of Mallard Road, but the association is not willing to expend association money for drainage the work.  The Association does not want to find itself responsible for drainage problems throughout Green Hill Acres.  The precedent set should we attempt to tackle every water issue in the community would be cost prohibitive.  Tom Masotto said that our association is not in the drainage installation business.

One of the membership noted that the individuals affected by water issues should handle drainage problems themselves.  He spoke of a water problem one of his neighbors encountered that was handled by the homeowner in question at a minimum of expense without asking for Association input or financial output.

Membership-to-date:

115 households

65 paid households

26 households have paid $500

There have been several partial payments

Full and partial payments continue to trickle in through September and October each year.

Directories have been updated and will be ready for distribution shortly.

Our annual gathering will be held on Brant Rd. North on August 23, 4:00PM.

greenhillacres.net is our website.  It continues to be visited often.

The membership was encouraged to frequent the website.  It has been paid through 2016.  Tom will provide some website usage information.

Our By Laws have been edited once again and will be sent to the membership in the months to come for a vote at the June meeting.  A vote was taken by the membership to ensure that the new board will issue the edited By Laws prior to the June 2010 meeting so that it can be voted on.

We were reminded to remove the boats from the boat launch in the winter months.

There was no new business to report.

Nominating committee:

We do not have a nominee for the president’s position

Vice President: Al Perazzo

Secretary: Lois Schroder

Treasurer: Jon Anderson

The latter three nominees were voted upon and the voting was unanimously in favor of each nominee.

The Presidency will remain vacant until the June 2010 meeting.

Paul McDonald announced that he is resigning as chairman of the road committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lois Schroder

Secretary

