

               Green Hill Acres Association

June 23, 2010

Baptist Church

Charlestown, R.I.

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 by Al Perazzo, Vice President.

Al volunteered to steward the meeting as we do not have a President in place.

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as written.

The treasurer’s report was presented by Claudia Anderson. As of 6-15-2010, there was   $19,875.49 in the treasury.

A question was raised from the floor about the necessity of our safety deposit box at Washington Trust.  Claudia confirmed that the box contained several legal documents and that the board felt that the $65 annual fee was necessary because documents of that nature need to be housed in a safe place. A motion was presented to keep the box going forward.  The motion was passed.

Claudia Anderson has resigned as membership chairwoman.  Mary Cummings has offered to take on that job.  As of the meeting, there are 30 paid memberships.  

We also welcomed Tim Blevins as a new member.  He resides at 87 Brant Rd.

OLD BUSINESS

Ernie Cummings is now our road chairman, as he is permanently living in the Acres.  

At the height of the torrential rains that we had this winter, Ernie took the time to survey all of the roads.  He noted that water does accumulate in all the areas that have long been subject to pooling, but that when he went through the area twelve hours later, nearly all of the pooled water was gone.

At the end of 24 hours, no evidence of water remained in the development.

The flooding that we had in several homes this winter was due to a dam breaking near the top of Green Hill Beach Road.  Flooding of that magnitude has never occurred before and it is assumed that with the repair of the dam, we will not be subject to excessive floods again for sometime, if ever.

This winter was particularly cold and the roads throughout Green Hill Acres were frequently icy.  It was a rare winter in many ways, and those who live here all winter felt it was unusual by any standards.

Ernie also noted that this spring, South Kingstown sent a new road man to direct the work on our roads.  He and his crew came with two dump trucks and grading equipment.  Truckloads of gravel were added to the roads over a period of six days.  We will be writing a letter the town thanking them for the really exceptional job that was done by the crew.

We were reminded that we all must take responsibility for the overgrowths on our properties that extend into the street.  Safety is jeopardized when passing on the roads is hindered by impaired vision due to foliage extending into the streets.

Options were presented that might be in order to assure that the road trimming was done by each of us.  It was suggested that a note be drafted and sent to each of our number asking that trimming be done now that the traffic in the area is beginning to escalate. There was a suggestion that volunteers simply cut brush that they feel is impinging on the roads.  Asking a police officer to attend the cutting was also considered appropriate by one of the attendees at the meeting and there were a number of us that felt a professional might be the best solution to the cuttings required.  The board will take up the issue when they next meet.

Large rocks that encroach upon the road should be moved according to one of our members, but Tom Massotto noted that when he went through the area with the Fire Marshall last year, he found only one or two  rocks to be a problem.

Access by his fire trucks would not be a problem from what he saw when he drove each of the roads in the development.

Putting brush into empty lots should not be done.

It is not considered good policy to put grass clippings into the roads.

Cars should be parked in driveways and not on the roads.  Safety of others again being the reason for that request.

The boundary lines of Green Hill Acre were discussed in some detail.  Al Ginn, a past president, noted that the plot plan that he has of the area, clearly indicates that the two houses on either side of Twin Peninsula when you enter the development are part of the association.  The road in front of both of those houses is owned by the town, but the association land runs straight through to Green Hill beach road.  If Al is correct, we could ask the owners of each of those houses to join the association.

DOCKS:  Our two docks are for loading and unloading only.  No boats are to be moored at our docks on a full time basis. Those are the two docks at the end of Mallard and Brant. One of the members noted that she and her family before her had been docking there for over thirty years. 

Each doc has a license plate attached that has been paid for by the association. We maintain the docks.

Stickers for boats moored in the pond are available showing that the boat is owned by a member of the association.

MEMBERSHIP FORMS   Membership forms have been mailed to each of our members so that new members can join the group, and old members can update their information to keep us current.

It was noted, sadly, that Al Zuckerman passed away last year.

BY-LAWS:  Proposed new by -laws were mailed to each family in the association.  Included were ballots that were numbered and were to be mailed back accepting or rejecting the by laws as rewritten.

The meeting made evident the fact that there were many people in the group who felt that the by laws needed some reworking.  Most of the fine tuning was minor, but there were at least two issues that the board will have to address, and the by laws writers will have to incorporate in the next draft that they do. Their revision will be presented at the next meeting, if at all possible.

The two issues were :

1. Should someone own more than one property,  and pay dues on each of the properties, is he afforded the right to two votes, or is he confined to one vote only?

( Old by laws indicate that one vote per household means that should someone pay dues for each house, then he is entitled to a vote for each house.)

2.  The ambiguity concerning the boards spending of association money during the off season, and the amount that needs to be sanctioned by the full membership before it is spent.

Because there was so much discussion that seemed to bring up valid issues a motion was passed to shelve the vote on the revised by-laws for the time being.  The by-laws committee will meet and try to polish off the document so that it can be presented once again before the summer ends.

MONIES ON HAND

The question was raised on what might be done with the monies in our bank account that presently amount to over $20,000.

Tom Masotto stated that the bank account now contains operating money and has been commingled with the emergency fund that we developed when we sold off a paper road some years ago.  Emergencies contemplated were the clearing of downed trees in the event of a hurricane.  

One of our number asked that we consider buying benches for the boat launch area so that we could be comfortable when visiting that area.  The board will consider that suggestion. Mrs Zuckerman also suggested that we consider a kayak rack for that same area.  It would certainly improve upon the way our kayaks are being stored presently.  That suggestion will also be considered.

We did  not have a president at the beginning of the meeting.  Claudia Anderson nominated Paul McDonald to serve as interim president until the term ends in August of 2011.  The motion was voted on and accepted with no dissenting votes cast.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Lois Schroder

Secretary

